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Location and Mobility: A Bird’s Eye View

O’Driscoll (2025)



O’Driscoll (2025)



O’Driscoll (2025)



O’Driscoll (2025)



O’Driscoll (2025)



O’Driscoll (2025)



AI and The Spatial Configuration of Labour Markets

● What are the implications of AI adoption for the spatial configuration of labour markets, 

such as job sorting, search and matching?

● How does AI adoption reshape the role of location in the organisation of work? 

● Do these mechanisms interact with widespread WFH practices?

● What are the productivity gains of AI adoption for workers and firms, and do these vary 

across space?
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The Bottom Line

● Land-use patterns, coupled with “curious” planning regulations, 

are worsening the environmental degradation attributable to 

regional development in Ireland, while also placing a drag on local 

and regional economies and housing markets.
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But There Is Still Lots To Unpack

● More ‘walkable’ built environments increase the efficiency of 

active transport modes; however, we also find that these 

environments are negatively related to cost efficiency for public 

transport, likely due to congestion effects for buses.
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Interesting Challenges For The Future (To Me, At Least)
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Untangling Who We Are and Where We Live When Studying 
How We Travel
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How Mobile Are We, Really?

● (Geographic) mobility is a core assumption throughout Economic Geography theory:

● Von Thünen, Crystaller, Alonso-Muth-Mill, Tiebout, Krugman etc…

● But also in applications like job-search models in Labour Economics.

● But despite regular observations in empirical work, our theoretical understanding of those 

who are immobile remains incomplete.

● What does it mean to be “stuck in place”? 

● What are the economic and social implications of being immobile?
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Inter-Regional Mobility and Intra-Regional Mobility
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Thank you!
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